To: Don Diego Neighborhood Association (“DDNA”)
From: Hubert Van Heche, President, DDNA

Re:  Pending Hearing on McDonald’s

Date:  March 6, 2006
I would like to bring to your attention a pending hearing on McDonalds’ proposed move from its current location on Cerrillos Road, next to Whole Foods, to a new location on St. Francis, south of Cerrillos, next to the Giant station. A public hearing is scheduled for March 13 at 6 pm at the Chavez Community Center on Rodeo Road to consider input from the community.

After looking at the proposed plans, two questions would merit review by the DDNA.  Grillo St. and Don Diego St. residents take note. Contact me at 989-9635 or at Hubert@hubwest.com.
1) Will the construction of a new entrance to McDonalds on Early St. increase Central Business District traffic into the Don Diego residential neighborhood? 

The proposed Early St. entrance is a new access point to the property and is located opposite Grillo St. and the Don Diego neighborhood.  The proposed Early St entrance will become a preferred access point to McDonalds by customers frustrated with fighting traffic congestion on St. Francis. McDonalds has designed its business to increasingly attract a high volume of thru vehicle traffic. The other businesses on Early St. serve low volume and are not designed for high volume thru traffic. McDonalds will encourage considerable new Central Business District drive thru traffic onto Early and then into the Don Diego neighborhood using Grillo St., Calle Torreador, and Lucero St. to Don Diego St. The Early St. entrance is contrary to previous decisions by the city of Santa Fe to deny entrance of high volume commercial traffic from the Whole Foods development into the Don Diego neighborhood. The Early St entrance is also contrary to the traffic calming efforts for the Don Diego neighborhood. As part of the Central Business District, the site traffic should be restricted to St. Francis, the primary traffic artery. The proposed Early St entrance should not be allowed.

2) Will the construction of a new entrance to McDonalds on Early St. increase trash into the Don Diego neighborhood?

The proposed Early St. entrance would encourage additional drive thru traffic onto Early St. and into the Don Diego neighborhood.  Drive thru traffic contributes to street trash. This would increase the amount of trash in the Don Diego neighborhood. The Early St. entrance to McDonalds should not be allowed because it would increase commercial street trash into a residential neighborhood.  
